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Listing of daims: 



1. (Canceled) A method for oontrolling backlighting, compriDi n g: 
continuQualy m e asuring ombiont light oonditions with a light s onGor; 

producing a oontinuoufl light lovol signal in rosponso to th e oontaiiious m e ofluring by the 
light s ons@r 7 

Itfoduoing a continuous foodbaclc signal in roaponsc to tho oontinuous light lovol signal; 

and 

producing a oignal for driving baol d iehtiiig in respoaiso to th e continuouc foodbaok flignal 
such tfiat tho driving signal drivog tho backlighting in proportion to ambient light 

2. (Canceled) The method of claim I, whoroin fl^e continuoua foodbaok oignal ia 
produced by pumming tho oontinuouo li^t lev e l gignol and a voltago - roforoncc signal at a fir sf 
input nodo of an omplij&or. 

3. (Amended) The method of claim 34, wherein the voltage referaice signal is produced 
by a bandgap voltage refCTencc. 

4. (currently amended) Tho method of claim 2. A method for controlling backlighting, 
comprising: 

continuously measuring ambient light conditions with a light sensor: 

producing a con tinuous light-level signal in response to the continuous measuring bv the 
light sensor: 

producing a continuous feedback signal in response to the continuous light-level signal, 
wherein th e continuous feedback signal is produced bv summing the continuous ligfat-level 
signal and a voltage reference signal at a first input node of an amplifier, and w herein the 
continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an output of the amplifier to a second input 
pin of the amplifie r: and 

producing a signal for dri ving backlighting in response to the continuous feedback signal 
such that the driving signal drives the backlighting in proportion to ambient light 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by supplying current from the continuous feedback signal to the ligjit sensor. 
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6. (Cuirently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by resistively coupling the driving signal to the light sensor. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching circuit and an inductor, wherein the switching circuit operates in 
response to the continuous feedback signal. 

8. (Canceled) A circuit for controlling boold i ghting, comprising: 
m e ans for oontinuoualy moaguring ambient light; 

m e ans for producing a con ti nuous light l e v e l signal - in roopons e to th e continuo BS 
m e agaring by th e ambi e nt light mcQSuring moons; 

amplifier moong for producing a continuous focdbodc signal in response to the continuous 
light lovol signal; and 

moanj for producing a signal - f e- indriving backligliting in roQponQo to the continuQus 
f e edbaok - signal such that tfao driving signal drivoG th e backlightiiig in proportion to ambient 
Kghtr 

9. (Canceled) The circuit of claim 8, vvhoroin the continuous f e edback sigpal - is produc e d 
by summing tho continuous light level aignol and a voltage rofCTonco oignal at a first input node 
of the amplifier mo i a flasr 

1 0. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim ^_1_L wherein fte voltage reference 
signal is produced by a bandgap voltage reference. 

11. (Currently amended) Tho circuit of claim - P yA ctrcuit for controlling 
backlighting, comprising: 

means for continuously measuring ambient light; 

means for producing a continuous light-level signal in response to the continuous 
measuring bv the ambient light measuring means: 

amplifier means for producing a continuous feedback signal in response to the continuous 
light-level simal, wherein the continuous feedback sigqa^ is produced bv summing the 
continuous light-level signal and a voltage reference signal at a first input node of the amplifier 
means, and wherein the continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an output of the 
amplifier means to a second input pin of the amplifier mean s; and 
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means for orpducing a signal for driving backlighting in response to the continuous 
feedback signal such that the driving signal drives the backlifihting in proportion to ambient 
light . 

1 2. (Cuirently amended) The circuit of claim ^11, wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by supplying current from the continuous feedbadc signal to the ambient light 
measuring means. 

13. (Currently amended) Tlie circuit of claim &1K wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by resist! vely coupling the driving signal to the ambient li^t measuring 
means. 

14. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching means and an inductor, wherein the switching means is arranged to 
operate in response to the continuous feedback signal. 

15. (Canceled) A oirouit for controlling bQcIcIighting, comprising; 

a light aonoor that io anung e d to oontinuously mooouring ambient light conditions; - 

a resiotor that is arrang e d to produce a continuoui i- light lev e l signal in rosponoo to tfao 
continuous measuring by tho light sensor -- 

an amplifi e r that is arranged to produoo a continuoua f o odback signal in rosponao to tho 
continuous light lev e l signal; and 

a driver that io arranged to produoo a signal for driv i ng bacldighting in roopons e to tho 
continuoufl foodbaclg signal ouch that th e driving oignol drivos - tho bacldighting in proportion to 
ambi e nt lightv 

16. (Canceled) Th e cirouit of claim 15, wherein th e continuous focdbaok signal i s 
produced by summing the oontinuouo light lovd signal and a voltago ^oferenoo ■ sig^al at a first 
input nodo of tfao omp lifife 

17. (Currently amended) Th e circuit of claim 16. A circuit for controUing backlighting, 
comprising: 

a light sensor that is arranged to continuoxjslv measuring ambient light conditions: 

a resistor that is arranged to produce a continuotis light-level signal in response to the 
continuous measuring bv the light sensor 
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m amplifier that is arranged to produce a continuous feedback signal in response to the 
continuous ligfat-level, and w herein the continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an 
output of the amplifier to a second input pin of the amplifie r; and 

a driver that is arranged to produce a 5i^mal for diivinp backlighting in response to the 
continuous feedback signal such that the driving simal drives the backlighting in proportion to 
ambient light . 

1 8. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim 4517, wherein the continuous feedback 
signal is coupled to the light sensor. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim 4517, wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching circuit and an inductor, wherein the switching circuit is arranged to 
operate in response to the continuous feedback signal. 

20. (Canceled) A method for oontrollingbacklightiDg, oempriGing: 

producing a continuous light - level oignol in respons e to a conthmoufl moasuring of 
ambient light oonditions by a light s e nsor; 

producing a c&ntinuous f ee dback signal b y ou mming th e continuous - light lov^d signal and 
a voltag e r e f e renc e signal - at-a - first input nod e of an ampli fi e r in roopons e to tho oontinuous light - 
le>^el signal, whoroin th e continuouG foodbao lc signal and continuous light level signal oro 
sxnnm e d using th e samo sub s trate whoro th e amplifier la fo mi od; and 

producing a signal for dri\dng bacldighting in rcaponoo to the continuous feedback signal 
ouoh that th e driving signal drives tho backlighting in proportion to ambi e nt lighfe 



21. (Canceled) Tlie m e thod of oloim 20, wh e rein tho continuous feedback signal 

is producod by coupling an output of th e amplifior-tcK hse cond input pin of tho amplifi e r . 
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